the new Treaty merely continued the policy of alliance dating from
1935. However,, the new Treaty was in no way linked up with the
League of Nations or the former Franco-Soviet Pact, and the duty
of providing mutual assistance is now based entirely on the event of
an attack by Germany or her allies.

Dr. Ripka explained the underlying motive of the Treaty, saying:
" The Treaty expressly declares that the Soviet-Czechoslovak
.Alliance desires to thwart the German Drang nach Osten (Drive to
the East). This latter phrase was deliberately used. Thus, the common
interest and the common aim of Soviet and Czechoslovak policy
are brought clearly into prominence. The nations of Central, Eastern
and South-Eastern Europe have, for centuries, been perpetually
menaced by Germany's aggressive propensity for encroachment and
her greed to dominate and exploit them. Hitler's imperialistic pro-
gramme was not merely the outcome of Nazi cravings, but in a crudely
brutal form expressed the century-old Teutonic urge to enslave the
nations of Central and Eastern Europe, especially the Slav nations
there. And in the present war Germany capped all her previous
efforts during the ages by indulging in a monstrous display of brutality
and violence. At the same time, however, it was shown in this war,
even more convincingly than in the last one, that the success of the
German Drang nach Osten would signify the final victory also of her
Drang nach Westen. This twofold "drang " must be broken, and
this war has demonstrated that they can be broken, once and for all.
The smaller nations of Central Europe who became the victims of
German Imperialism have, in particular, shown that even so short
a period as twenty years of independence sufficed to strengthen their
national consciousness to such an extent that their desire for a free
life of their own, which is now being constantly manifested by their
unceasing resistance to the German interlopers, could be eradicated
only and solely if Germany were to eradicate them to the last man.
But over and above this, the xiew Russia has been revealed to the whole
world ; internally regenerated and recreated by the November Revolu-
tion and the regime which emerged from it, Russia has astonished the
world both by her amazing powers of resistance as well as by her
great victorious strength, which are derived from the new creative
energies of Soviet patriotism and the self-assurance and self-reliance
of her inhabitants as citizens of the Soviet Union."

Dr* Ripka visualised the new enhanced position of the Soviet Union
which would be a paramount military power after the war. He went
on to say:

' * Under these entirely new circumstances it is not merely a pious
wish, but a definite possibility, that the German Drang nach Osten
should be broken for ever. This caa be achieved if the nations of
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